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Positive Thought
“An optimist is the human personification of
spring.” —Susan J. Bissonette

Remember When: Silly Putty

During World War I, a rubber shortage
prompted a search for a synthetic substitute.
Two chemists—one at General Electric and the
other with Dow Corning—combined boric acid
and silicone oil. Though they were working
independently, they got the same result: a
bouncy, stretchy material. It wasn't a good
rubber replacement, but it was entertaining to
play with. A toy marketer packaged 1-ounce
balls of the putty in plastic eggs and sold them
for a dollar apiece, and Silly Putty became one
of the most popular toys of the 20th century.

Chasing Rainbows

A rainbow is one of the most wondrous
sights in nature. Here's how you can spot one!

Rainbows are caused by light shining through
water, so the best time to look for them is
during a break in a rainstorm, when the sun is
peeking out. Early mornings and late afternoons
are better. Look for the sun in the sky and then
turn your back to it—rainbows only appear
across from the sun.

The sky beneath a rainbow is brighter than
the sky above it, so if you see a bright patch of
sky, look closely. There may be a faint rainbow!
When a rainbow itself is especially vibrant, there
may be a double rainbow reflected from the top
of the arc. The colors of this rainbow will be
in reverse.
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A Cheery Sight
Wearing a chest of bold orange feathers and chirping
a cheery song, the robin is known as the herald of
spring. This hardy North American bird is often a
year-round resident that spends the winter roosting in
trees to conserve energy. As the weather warms, robins
become a more noticeable sight as they come out to
search for food and begin nesting.

Famous Firsts: Academy Awards
Unlike today’s spectacle, the first Academy Awards
celebration in 1929 was a small affair with just 270
people. A private dinner at a Hollywood hotel honored
the film industry’s best in 12 categories, and the
winners had been announced months earlier.

Lucky Charms
Do you have a lucky coin or a pair of socks that you
believe brings you good fortune? You may be on to
something. Studies show that simply believing a lucky
charm works can boost a person’s confidence, helping
them perform a task better.
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