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Days of December
December brings the arrival of winter, the
holiday season, and the eve of the new year.
Enjoy this exciting time!

Flickering Festivity
On Dec. 24, 1966, a New York City TV

station first aired “The Yule Log,” a continuous

video of a crackling fireplace scene accompanied

by a festive soundtrack. People tuned in each
year for the three-hour holiday scene, but the
rising costs of the commercial-free program
doused the fake flames in the '90s. Thanks to
viewer demand, “The Yule Log” was rekindled
in 2001, and now the cozy broadcast—as well
as numerous copycats—can be seen on stations
and streaming services nationwide.

Remember When: Wooden Sleds

For generations of children, the combination
of a winter snowfall and a nearby hill made for
a day of sledding fun. One of the most popular
means of riding the snowy slopes was aboard a
Flexible Flyer. The iconic wooden sled with its
eagle logo, red metal runners and hardwood
seat slats was famous for a revolutionary
feature—a flexible front-end steering bar that
allowed the rider to control their course.
Created in 1899 by a New Jersey manufacturer,
millions of the sleds were sold up until
the 1980s.

Staying Active With Arthritis
Doctors say light exercise can help manage
arthritic joint pain, especially in the winter.
Indoor walking and swimming, riding a
stationary bike, yoga and tai chi are all
good options.
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Handcrafted Happiness

Knitting, drawing and woodworking are just some of
the handicrafts that can amp up your happiness.
Experts studying the benefits of these pursuits say
making something with your hands fosters creative
thought, which can produce moments of joy. Crafters
also report feeling more energetic and enthusiastic not
only while working on a project, but also after
completing it.

Hazelnuts for Health
Whether you know them as hazelnuts, filberts or
cobnuts, these sweet-tasting little nuts are packed with
fiber, antioxidants and healthy fats. Like other tree nuts,
raw or roasted hazelnuts can be a heart-healthy
snack option.

Frosty and Festive
“Winter is not a season, it’'s a celebration.”
—Anamika Mishra
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